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Elizabeth Reed Hanson, M.D.
Associate professor/clinical, Division of General Pediatrics, 
Department of Pediatrics, Long School of Medicine

Dr. Hanson has made substantial contributions to the field 
of medical education. This is evidenced by her impressive 
accomplishments over the past eight years, to include 
numerous educational publications, a significant number 
of nationally presented posters, workshops, abstracts and 
platform presentations. Her teaching skills are innovative, 
student centered, creative, comprehensive, novel, and 
to watch her work, you would say, is awe inspiring. 
 – Sandra J. Ehlers, M.D., professor, Department of Pediatrics

Norma Martínez Rogers, Ph.D., RN, FAAN
Professor, Office for Faculty Excellence, School of Nursing

As a tenured full professor, Dr. Martínez Rogers has served 
throughout her career as a role model for Hispanic students 
and faculty. She established, with colleagues, the National 
Hispanic Nurses Association, served as its president, and 
has now founded the International Association of Latino 
Nurse Faculty and serves as its president. She has given 
voice to the underserved nationally and, indeed, has 
given distinguished service to UT Health San Antonio. 
 – Eileen T. Breslin, Ph.D., RN, FAAN, professor and dean, School 
of Nursing

The Distinguished Service to the Institution Award honors a  

UT Health San Antonio employee who has demonstrated exceptional 

commitment to the university. Through dedication of time, talent 

and leadership, the individual serves as a role model and mentor 

to students and colleagues. The award recipient has made major 

contributions to the growth and development of UT Health San 

Antonio and the education of the next generation of health care 

professionals who will serve San Antonio, South Texas and the world.

Teaching Excellence     Emerging

Luke A. Newton, M.D.
Associate professor and chief, Division of General Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Long 
School of Medicine

I have worked with Dr. Newton over the last eight years as 
a medical student, resident and now colleague. He has been 
one of the greatest influences in my growth as a physician 
and educator. His passion for patient care and education 
is unparalleled. On numerous occasions I have witnessed 
him stay late for an add-on surgery, swoop into labor and 
delivery at all hours of the night to attend the deliveries of his 
patients and be ready for morning rounds at 6:30 a.m. with 
a new group of medical students without missing a beat.  
 – Erin Mankus, M.D., FACOG, assistant professor/clinical, Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology

Annette Occhialini, M.D.
Assistant professor, Department of Cell Systems and Anatomy, 
Long School of Medicine

Dr. Occhialini has made a notable impact in the areas of 
medical curriculum design, development and enhancement, 
and educational/anatomical research. She has become 
the campus leader in implementing the BodyViz™ virtual 
anatomy system and has used it to develop a growing 
suite of case-based tutorials.  Dr. Occhialini is a multi-
talented teacher, making many vital contributions to the 
educational missions of the department and the university.
 – Christi A. Walter, Ph.D., professor and chair, Department of Cell 
Systems and Anatomy, and others




